The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
Historic Landscape & Garden Grant Program Application

(Please Print Clearly)
County: FUItON Property Name: Atlanta Memorial Park
Property Address: 384 Woodward Way NW, Atlanta, Georgia 30305
Street ‘ City Zip
Owner: Cﬂy of Atlanta Non-profit: [_] Local Government: M
Project: Memorial Park Pruning Project GrLt Amount Requested: $2,762.50
|
Cash Matching Share: $2 =762 .50 Total Project Cost: $5:525-00
If grant is awarded, is project ready to begin? MYes [INo Estimated completion date: Fall 2017

(If no, please explain in narrative)
Applicant Organization; Atlanta Memorial Park Conservancy

Organization to which checks should be written: Atlanta Memorial Park Conse rvancy
Contact Name: atherine Spillman Daytime Phone: 678-871-0612
Contact address: P-O. Box 11609, Atlanta, Georgia 30355

(All written correspondences will be sent to this address)

Contact email address:  €Xecdirector@atimemorialpark.org

(All email correspondences will be sent to this address)

Authorized Signature: @Mma

Is this property listed in the Georgia/National Register of Historic Places, either individually or as part of an

Historic District? [_] Yes M No If yes, please state the individual or District name as listed in the

Register: Date Listed:
Is property open to the Public? MYes [INo Ifyes, how often? 365 dayS/ year

Historic gardens and landscapes in Georgia (at least 50 years of age) may be eligible for 50/50. Research is essential. Grants
will only be awarded to projects that are historically documented. Speculative landscapes will not be funded.

On no more than two pages, describe the project and the work to be completed with grant assistance.
Include the Following:
= Physical Condition of Site.
*  Brief History of Property.
*  Project purpose and goals.
Project scope (if funding for garden/landscape restoration is requested, state how plans were developed and
how plants were selected?)
‘What is the basis for restoration activities?
Threats to site and degree of urgency for project funding?
Previous or current planning activities for property. Have any planning documents been
prepared? Is the proposed project part of a defined goal for the property?
Long-term management/maintenance support for property.
Impact of project to the community.
Breakdown of project budget.

The application package should include:
Location Map IRS Determination letter
Letter of support from community or civic leaders Only 1-4 current photos of various views of project
Additional support materials, if available (newspaper articles, historic photos, etc.)

Send one hard copy of this application and attachments to the address below PLUS send one digital copy of the application
and attachments by email to:

Julie Groce = 619 Orange St + Macon GA 31201
Questions? Contact Julie at groce@infionline.net or 478-743-5651 / 478-573-5901

Application must be postmarked by August 1




The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
Historic Landscape & Garden Grant Program Application

On no more than two pages, describe the project and the work to be completed with grant assistance.

» Physical Condition of Site/Brief History of Property/What is the basis for restoration activities?/Threats to site and
degree of urgency for project funding?/

The land comprising the Atlanta Memorial Park is rich in history. Established as a memorial to Georgian leaders
that influenced the development of the state of Georgia, the park was planted in the 1930s by local area school
children to create the Georgia Bicentennial Forest dedicating each tree to notable Georgians. The park is also
located on historic grounds where the Battle of Peachtree Creek was fought during the Civil War.

Given the park’s significant history and need for its preservation, the Atlanta Memorial Park Conservancy (AMPC)
formed in 2011 with a mission to restore, enhance and preserve Atlanta Memorial Park, making it a beautiful,
connected and sustainable urban green space for the enjoyment of all.

At the time of the Conservancy’s formation, Memorial Park reflected decades of public neglect and deterioration:
trees were dying, invasive plants were increasing and walking trails around the park were eroded or nonexistent,
leaving pedestrians to run and walk on the street with vehicular traffic.

TREE CROWDING | TREE LEANING

Thanks to the dedication of the AMPC board, its members, donors, and volunteers, park enhancements and
preservation of the rich tree canopy are underway. Working with the City of Atlanta and other partners, the
community is enjoying a new playground, watershed improvements are underway, invasive species removal
volunteer events are ongoing, and future sidewalks are coming but work remains.

The Memorial Park Tree Pruning Project is part of a larger initiative to enhance the safety and aesthetics of the
tree canopy in this historic 37 acre park ensuring that the forest is preserved for generations to come.

= Project purpose and goals/Is the proposed project part of a defined goal for the property?/Have any planning documents
been prepared?/Impact of project to the community.

The purpose of the Memorial Park Tree Pruning Project (the “Project”) is to address long overdue pruning needs
for the park. The Project, part of the larger Memorial Park Tree Canopy Management Plan (the “Plan”) currently
under development, will kick off the Conservancy’s tree canopy restoration efforts in the park. The Plan will be
completed in the fall of 2017 which will include tree planning and care through inventorying park trees and a
planning succession of the tree canopy through long-term guidance of priority planting areas, species selection
and tree care actions. With a total of 37 acres in need of pruning, the Project will be divided into different phases
with the first phase focusing on the most visible section of the park, adjacent to the newly installed playground.

This area is highly visible and the most used section of the park, so restoration efforts will have a lasting and
positive impact on the community. The trees in this area are regarded as a significant and valuable asset by
neighborhood residents and park visitors alike and provide an outstanding experience in the green space.
Likewise, the AMPC recognizes the importance of providing this experience and is committed to the long-term
development and preservation of the park’s tree canopy. Additionally, there are several Champion trees within the
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park and many likely specimens from the Bicentennial Memorial Forest planted in 1933. Given the exceptional
tree canopy that exists in the park today, the space and specimens warrant exceptional care.

» Project scope (if funding for garden/landscape restoration is requested, state how plans were developed and how plants
were selected?)

The Project will enhance safety and the aesthetics of the tree canopy in this historic park. A thorough walk-through
of the project area was completed by Chris Hughes along with members of the Conservancy’s green space
commitiee to advise the arboriculture firm on the trees needing attention.

Chris Hughes, Principal Arborist for Brookwood Tree Consulting, will lead the Project, administering and
overseeing the pruning alongside AMPC’s Executive Director, Catherine Spillman and AMPC's green space
committee chair, Loulie Tarbutton Reese. Mr. Hughes is recognized as a Certified Arborist through the
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and Registered Consulting Arborist, a prestigious registration
consisting of less than 500 arborists worldwide and one of two in Georgia. Mr. Hughes combines a love a trees with
over 15 years experience studying and working with trees in the urban centers of the Southeast and in world
renowned gardens across the United States and Europe.

Arbormedics, the arboriculture firm selected to perform the tree pruning (as further detailed in the attached
proposal), is based in Atlanta and specializes in the care and preservation of trees and shrubs. Owned and
operated by ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, Chris Hastings, Arbormedics has grown to become one of the
leading arboriculture firms in Atlanta and remains focused on its mission to keep trees safe and healthy while
remaining ethical and customer-focused.

* Previous or current planning activities for property.

The AMPC hosts numerous activities in the park to bring attention to the magnificent tree canopy in the park.
Examples of activities include:

¢ Champion Tree Walk with Fernbank ecologist and Atlanta Champion Tree Program Manager, Eli Dickerson

*  Multiple Invasive species removal volunteer events with Trees Atlanta, Park Pride and local scouts

*  Boy Scout Interpretive Signage project to highlight the Champion trees in the park

* Tree Finder app created by interested neighbor and new AMPC board member

*  Nature Walk with EcoAddendum to learn about the native flora and fauna in the park

* Greet the Goat event attracting over 100+ visitors to the park to educate neighbors on natural invasive

species removal

The Project will highlight the treasured tree canopy in the park and demonstrate how proper tree pruning can not
only enhance the forest but also extend the life of the tree canopy for future generations. The Project will also
bring attention to the memorial trees that were planted in the 1930s.

* Long-term management/maintenance support for property.

The Project is an important part of the larger Plan for the park which will serve as a road map providing long-
term guidance for tree plantings, species selection, tree care and maintenance. The Project and Plan will be
monitored and managed as a team effort with Brookwood Tree Consulting, the Atlanta Memorial Park
Conservancy and the City of Atlanta working together to develop a priority of actions to improve the tree canopy in
the park.

While the current City of Atlanta administration has made excellent progress to increase park funding, funding
and oversight from local conservancies and other public-private partnerships are essential to ensure that
additional attention is placed on parks and trees so that Atlanta can maintain its reputation as a “city in the
forest”.

» Breakdown of project budget.
Total project cost = $5,525.00

- Pruning by Arbormedics = $4,725.00 {(proposal attached)
- Administration and oversight by Brookwood Tree Consulting = $800.00 (proposal attached)
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